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prospect that they will succeed in the poultry 
business, and not have to send home for 
money; but if, on the contrary, they have not 
laid aside any money, but have become ac- 
customed to send home for money to make 
up deficencies, it would not be wise to enter 
the poultry, or any other business, until 
habits of strict economy are formed ; nor 
would it be wise for a young man to engage 
in the poultry business because the work in 
the city has become irksome, and he has got | 
the idea that he can go into the country and | 
spend the principle portion of the time smok- 
ing cigars under some shady tree, teeding | 
the poultry simply for exercise. 

But we are bound to believe that these 
young men are of the right stamp, and that 
they seek information that they may be able 
to better decide what is for their best inter- | 
est; it is with this view that we have penned 
the above, which we hope contains hints that | 
will enable them, and others, to better real- | 
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“WHOLE NUMBER 2327. 
GROP PROSPECTS 
In Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont: 


Reports received from the various districts 
on . of the three northern New England States 
nk was a very widespread complaint, j and carefully condensed and compiled for the 
particularly among fanciers and amateurs, | Besice 3 a ‘ih . 
that eggs did not hatch out well last spring, | 2°%on Journal, show that with the farmers 
My observation warrants the assertion that the year just ending with the harvest is, on 
this is a growing trouble from year to year, | the whole, an average one, or perhaps some 
and I have given some little attention to it| what better than that 
with the hope to discover the cause. In the | littl ae 
study of such questions my method has long | ittle damage to the growing crops by drouth 
been to obtain from practical men engaged | and frosts, and the two important items of 
na the ang the eyed poe sae = corn and potatoes make a poor showing, 
ormation upon the subject in hand, an ively. V. 
then, by ccmparison of the observed pe nematic Pescara eamyinerepnaneinn : 
nomena, to get at some Gotdatantel prinej- | Unusual y good harvest of hay and cereals. | though Chatham marked 100; the drouth hurt 


: : . : : P wheat, which ranges from 60 in Madison to 100 in 
= fact as a basis for experimentation. [| Complaints come from New Hampshire of | fye places; rye culture quite limited, but gener- 


founded a to distrust any theory | the suddenness of atmospheric changes which | ally 100; beans make a good showing, only two 
ounded upon single experiments or upon any | re he ’ reports being below 100 and (onway having 150. 
single line of experiments, and I os Gor in | — — — yeas wrahrnythemapr: a good and other fruits fair. In Madison 
reaching conclusions from obscure data.|'* ' believed that the agricultural year of | and Eaton drouths greatly injured vegetables, but 

. . reaper’ . — om OR : . : r the reports average 97. 
Applying this principle of investigation to | 1886 in the State will prove to be a fair one. 
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INFERTILE EGGS~AN OVERSUPPLY 
OF MALE STOCK. 


BY O 8 BLISS. 


notably corn and wheat. Is is estimated that there 
was twice as much corn and flour sold in Moul- 
tonboro’ this season as in any previous year. 
This is one of the rare towns where the weather 
throughout the season was faverable for the —-. 
In Bartlett pasture feed is good, but cold nights 
have kept back corn. Wolfboro’ reports early 
potatoes injured by the drouth, but late planted 
ones are good. In Conway corn needs warm 
weather for ripening. In Chatham feed is good 
and the second crop of grass the best ever known 
in the town. Corn will reach 120 if frosts hold 
off, but the acreage has decreased 20 per cent. In 
Brookfield a September frost injured corn on low 
ground. 

Corn is uneven with Conway and Chatham each 
120, and Madison 75, the lowest, the mean being 
98; oats average a little aboye 100 and range from 
90 in Bartlett and Eaton to 125 in Conway ; little 
barley reported, but most of that 100; potatoes 
have felt the drouth and average below 100, al- 
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THE POULTRY BUSINESS. 
| Editor of Massachusetts Ploughman: 

Myself and a young man of m , eight- 
| een, have been thinktn of leaving the or 
Company. | “tY and going into the poultry business. 

| Each of us can raise a few hundred dollars 
and are only waiting to find what profit 
there is in the business. Both of us hold 
positions, and not knowing whether it would 
pay us better, we write for desired informa- 
tion. I would like you to answer 
ing : 
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ist. Is the business more profitable in the 
South ? 

2nd. Can you increase the business so you 
can make more, or is there only a living 
in it? 


vantages to 
among the 
community 


The dairy average is 104. 
Merrimac County. 
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3rd. Would it pay better to rent land or 
buy it? 

{ 4th. Is land cheaper in the SouthP and, 
5th. Are eggs dearer? 

6th. Which is more profitable, selling the 
poultry, (in any form), or selling the eggs ? 

Tta. Is it cheaper to buy corn or to 
raise it? 

Sth. Can two young men who are indus- 
trious and ambitious make money enough 
the first year to support themselves so they 
won't have to write home asking for money? 
Depends on capital 1 suppose. 

By giving us a few hints on the subject 
you will oblige a reader. Yours, 

FRaNK and WILL. 


New York City, Aug. 26th, 1886. 


No short, decided answers can be given to 
above questions, because almost every- 
ng depends on the persons engaged in the 
business. To succeed in ary business it is 
necessary to not only take an interest in it, 
but to have some practical knowledge of the 


best methods of pursuing it. 
h 


The poultry 


like all other branches of busi- 


isiness 18 


ness. 


There is a profit to those who under- 


stand it and have good business capacities; 


b it 
It ut 


must be remembered that not much, if 


iny more than one in ten make a success in 
the business that they first start in, even 

igh it be the poultry business. 
that 
who enter the poultry business to the extent 
of keeping 500 hens with but little knowl- 


dge in th 


Our ob- 


servation teaches us nine out of ten 


e business, go out of it before the 
iration of three years. Yet it is a busi- 


1ess that pays a lerge profit to those who 


fully understand it, and have good business 


capacities 
i} Te € . 


The man who has made a failure 
f other business, and thinks to better his 


ondition by engaging in the poultry busi- 


ness, rarely succeeds; but occasionally an 


week ged Lahien 


lowed | who possesses a shrewd business capacity, 


vertheless | will enter the poultry business, and in a few 


extrem-| years make a profit of one or two thousand 


ire now 


of Eng- 


dollars a year. 


In answer to the first question, we do not 


iid down | think it is, unless early chickens are to be 


the wheat 


me grower 


raised for the Northern market. 


2d. If one has plenty of iand the business 


1 “natural | may be extended to almost any extent, but 


eight rates. | it must be remembered that the larger the 


it it 


bas | number of fowls kept the more difficult it is 


ight of ex-| to supply all of their natural wants, and to 


isand miles| keep the air pure so disease will not get 


steamship | among the birds. 


While almost any one 


to transport | can keep a dozen hens and have them keep 


m the former | perfectly healthy and much more than pay 


A 


uy a quarter |for keeping them, but very few can keep 


for it as ballast. | large numbers and prevent disease from get- 


i 


go, but at the | ting among them, or to make them lay 


it sixpence a| enough to pay for what they eat, though 


reel of wheat 


of wheat by 





are 
connection 


| abroad, that 


, grown at 


matter. 


us country as 


mpany obtains 


n that such a line | 





rhe new compa- 


sovereign. | ( 
Express may | very rich, and it would not be good policy to 
il protection” | build fences and buildings on land not your 
own, which would have to be done if the 


I 

a 

ed on the mar- | there are farms adapted to the poultry busi- 
native pro- | ness that can be bought for what the build- 


Liverpool from | they are given plenty of room. 


3d. That depends on circumstances. As 


m an Australian | a rule it would be better to own the land, be- 
sause by keeping hens on it it would become 


land was not purchased, unless land could be 
rented that was fitted up for the poultry bu- 
en so low, | Siness, which it would be very difficult to 
find. 


ith. In some portions of the South land can 
e purchased very cheap, and in the North 


And this it | ings and fences are worth, but we presume 
It | that land will average cheaper in the South- 
teresting re-| ern than it will in the Northern part of the 
United States. 


5th. Eggs in the North, as a rule, are 


powers to build | higher than they are in the South. 


6th. That will depend on circumstances. 


efit. All private | In some localities early chicks sell at very 
| the land need- | high prices, so high that one who thoroughly 


understands the business will make a very 


rs off the road and | large profit, much larger than by the selling 
lhen it proceeds as | of eggs; but to raise chickens successfully is 


to develope a foreign— 


ud, but exporting in thel | the production of eggs. 
ners make the mistake of trying to raise a 
freights | thousand or two chicks before they have any 


(t grossly unfair preferentia 


8 Auricuilt iral 


y | 
farms and past the very doors 
producers, to whom they charge 
the rates of transit which 

to foreign—in our case to dis- 
railway companies, for exam- 
through the 
‘ntations at about half the cost of 


ps from 


ntinental 


hops 


those districts a 


com- 
short distance to London, thus 
€ continental producer grow his 
cheaper labor and at smaller cost 
stance,and at the same time giving 
ugh freight rate which places his 
‘nearer to London than the fields 
krowing Kent themselves. Well may 
sked And 

l respect to the oceanic steamship 

» Which transport American fresh- 


meat carcasses to Liverpool, from 
| 


if this is just and right. 


V 


nt 


the railway companies carry it | 
n for exactly half the rate per ton 
‘hey charge for carcasses that are 
t Liverpool. The Mark Lane’ Ex- 
‘uses to believe that this can be jus- 
‘he basis of any code of morality 
‘¢ Invented by railway companies for 
Wh benefit, 
“ove fairly illustrates the ruling sys- 
ough and partial rates of trans- 
‘which place the native producer at 
‘lvantage. It is admitted by the 
hat there is no present remedy in 
steamship rates, but it believes 


‘a remedy in regard to railway pre- | 


Ual rates, which is, to compel the rail- 
harge not less for carrying produce 


‘ by ocean steamships than for carry- ways live to the extent of their credit wil] 
‘ve produce over the same mileage. | never succeed in any business, not even that 
* Preferential rate system is a matter that of keeping poultry, If these young men 
“ges much public attention in this have already learned to earn enough to pay 
where it is of more interest to farm- | their own expenses, and have laid aside a 
‘few hundred dollars, there is a reasonable 


ng nat 
I} 
how eng 


Country, 


€rs than to any other class of producers. 


a much more difficult task than to succeed in 


Many new begin- 


practical experience in the business, but they 
usually retire from the business before the 
season is half over. Better begin on a mod- 
erate scale and work up as fast as experience 
will warrant, first raising only chicks enough 
to keep the stock good. 

7th. If one has good corn land it is best 
to grow all of the corn wanted. It is cheap- 
er to do this if the fodder can be sold at a 
fair price. Corn grown on the farm and 
properly ripened is worth at least ten cents 
a bushel more, to feed to laying hens, than 
Western corn that is bought in the open 
market. 

8th. This is a question that cannot be an- 
swered. It does not depend half as much on 
the capital as it does on the habits of the 
young men. Some young men wonld not 
get through the year without sending home 
for money, though they had, at the begining 
of the year twenty thousand dollars, while 
others would not have to send home for 
money if they had only twenty cents to start 
with; they would live according to their 
means ; they would saw wood and shove] 
snow paths, if nothing better offered, and 
out of their earnings save enough not only 
to pay their bills, but to buy a few dozen 
hens when spring opened, and thus begining 
| with a small plant, would gradually increase 
it, so that by the end of the year they would 
have profits enough to lay aside the saw and 
shovel and devote the whole time to the 
poultry business. 

As stated at first almost everything de- 
pends on the men as to what business they 
can succeed in. The class of men who al- 


dress the same well, and so keep the land in 
grass for several years. 


or in fact any business. The young man 
who starts right, and is determined to suc- 
ceed, will succeed in almost any business he 
takes an interest in. 


BY J. F. C. HYDE, 


The season is near at hand when it will do | 
to top-dress grass lands. If this work is| 
done late in the spring or in summer much | 
is lost by evaporation, and by the drying up | 
of the dressing; but when the same is ap- | 
plied from the last of September to the mid- | 
dle of November there will be little Loss. | 
We have for many years applied top-dress- | 


| 
ing at this season rather than at any other | 
time. It will do well to use commercial fer- | 
tilizers in the spring during the early rains, | 
when the loss will be small! ; but for all bulky | 
manures we much prefer the fall. Ashes | 
may be applied either fall or spring, but it is | 
rather better to apply them in the fall. Grass | 
lands must be top-dressed if one wishes to | 
secure a good crop. 
There are two ways in which grass lands | 
may be treated to secure the best results. | 
One is to turn over land every two or three 
years and manure heavily while the land is | 
devoted to some other crop, and then sow | 
the same down again and runit in grass only | 
so long as it gives large crops, and then do | 
the same over again. The plan usually fol- 
lowed is to sow the land down, and every 
year, or certainly every second year, to 


! Whichever plan is 
adopted, it means a liberal use of dressing 
in some form, and those who think they can 
secure good crops of grass without it labor 
under a mistake. In any branch of farming, | 
remember that money must be spent freely 
. —— we awe Sow ww wowwvwde ase - 

farmers, we fear, make a mistake right here. 
They seem to be afraid to spend money for | 
dressing, as though they never expected to 
get it back again. The most successful far- 
mers are those who spend money frecly in 
this direction, and we think it safe to say 
that if one cannot make farming pay by the 
liberal use of dressing he cannot at all. The 
treatment of grass land should be no excep- | 
tion to the oda —fConaheneiaeaiie. 


JUDGING HORSES AT THE FAIRS. 


As the Fair season opens, says the Michi- 
gan Farmer, the coming week, the burning 
question of judges and judging comes up 
again. An old horseman, and one who has 
frequently attended fairs both as an exhibit- 
or and a spectator, makes the following sug- 
gestions as to the proper course to pursue in 
selecting judges in the various classes : First, 
one set of judges should never be asked to 
decide upon the merits of different classes of 
horses. Second, the judges in the draft 
classes should be more familiar with the 
draft breeds, and with a knowledge of what 
a draft horse should be in conformation. 
They should understand that weight does 
not make a draft horse unless it is associated 
with good form, sound legs and feet, and well 
developed muscels. In fact, great weight 
should be an objection if it is greater than 
the conformation of the animal warrants. 
Fat is all right in a bnillock, but is destruc- 
tive of the best points in a horse, and es- 
pecially of a horse kept for breeding pur- 
poses. Third, in driving horses no horse 
should compete which weighs over 1,100 lbs. 
The judges in this class, generally a large 
one, should be well acquainted with the 
style or horse of the greatest utility in the 
work he is designed for. Large size, too 
much fat, lack of action, soft legs or flat feet 
are serious objections. The judges in this 
class should not be required to work in any 
other. Fourth, in the “general purpose” 
class it is understood that the horses shall be 
those fitted for general farm work, not too 
heavy, prompt drivers on the road, with 
clean legs and good feet, the latter not flat, 
and the hoofs well shaped. This a class in 
which farmers are most interested and they 
should be selected to judge tliem. 

In the roadster and thoroughbred classes 
the judge should have a knowledge of breed- 
ing, be conversant with tests of speed, and 
should not be required to judge in other 
classes. 


SAVING APPLES FOR WINTER. 


At a late meeting of the State Horticultu- 
ral Society of Kentucky, a discussion coming 
up as to the best method of keeping apples 
for winter, an old member living in the 
neighborhood of Louisville said: “Forty 
years ago myself and other people living 
round here on both sides o: the river knew 
very little of fruit cellars or even of putting 
up apples in first-class condition later in the 
season than any that are kept around here 
nowadays. Our mode of keeping them was 
to put them up in banks, just as they do 
sweet potatoes in the far South. We knew 
of no other way of keeping them, nor did we 
wish to know. At the proper time for har- 
vesting our apples we picked them carefully, 
and after having hauled them to the house 
we selected a spot of high, well-drained land 
upon which to bank them. Here we 
scooped out a sort of saucer-shaped bottom, 
upon which, after covering with an inch or 
so of straw, we piled our apples, covering 
the same with with some six or eight inches 
of straw, and then with enough earth to keep 
out the frost; not untrequently, however, 
covering the whole with a layer of sods to 
protect the same from washing. This was 
all there was done, and the apples kept as 
sound as a dollar until the next June in case 
we should want to keep them that long. If 
we wanted access to the apples at any time 
during the winter, all we had to do was to 
open a hole on the south side of the bank, 
take out what apples we wanted, and close 
up the opening again as securely as before. 
Those apples, I repeat, kept all winter as 
sound as a dollar, and were as crisp and 
juicy in the spring as when first put up. 

ut now we are told that apples to keep well 
must be put in barrels and placed in a cellar 
or fruit house, where they will be out of the 
way of the frost. Now, —_ I help want 
to ‘old-fogyish,’ still I cant but 
think that it would be well for us all to look 
a little more into these old methods of doing 
things, many of which, besides the old mode 
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of kee; les above named, we might 
the. best after all.—(Agricultural 
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Showing position of Animals in the Car, alse section of Floor and Roof. 


BURTON CAR FOR HORSES, 
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Fig- Z. 


Length of Car 35 feet, weight of Car 36,000 pounds, arranged for, Feed and{Water in Car, 
Sprinkler Attachment for sprinkling Hogs in warm weather. 
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THE BURTON HORSE ANDCATTLE CAR. 
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This Car is especially constructed for Shows travelling by Railread, has apartments for ‘attendants, also 
private office fer business purposes. 


THE BURTON CATTLE AND SLEEPINC CAR. 
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GENERAL OF FICES—194 Washington 
Exchange, Mansas City, Me., 03 
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Arrangements are provided for 
can be made covering three weeks and cattle fed and watered without detention, 
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the chicken breeding question I became con- | 
vinced several years ago that a prominent | 
reason, if not the reason, why so many eggs | 
fail to produce live, healthy chicks is that too | 
many roosters are kept. 

When I hear or see a man recommending 
a rooster for every five to nine hens and see | 
amateurs starting in with one for each} 
twelve hens, lam disappointed when I see | 
such flocks producing a large proportion of | 
good chicks, and look for exceptional condi- 
tions, which I am almost certain to find 
Again, when I see large flocks, such as farm- | 
ers generally keep, with a lot of roosters 
running at large among them and learn that | 
the eggs are hatching well I am as certain of 
finding some well-defined exceptional condi- | 
tion as I am to make the investigation. There 
is a very wide difference in the temperament 
and habits of the several members of any 
flocks of fowls, however well or closely bred, | 
and an evil which greatly injures one may be 
completely resisted by pte sg The be 
tion of eggs for hatching from the produc- 
tion of a miscellaneous flock is often influ- | 
enced by the merest caprice, which, however, 
generally results in securing uniformity, and 
sometimes of the highest excellence. Some- 
times it is made from the eggs of known| 
hens of maturer age and of known charac- | 
teristics. These exceptional conditions are 
always disturbing elements in any search for | 
governing principles, and the results are 
always confronting and inciting to distrust 
of them. 

At my distance from a good market there | 
is no profit in the poultry and egg business 

which justifies multiplying flocks, and my 

own immediate experimentation is limited to 

a single flock, and, of course, to cover any 

considerable ground must be long drawn out | 
to make up for lack of breadth. Before I | 
began my tests to determine the largest al-| 
lowable number of breeding hens to profita- | 
bly run with each rooster I was unable to | 
find any single person who was considered 

“an authority” who placed the number high 
er than twenty, and I had been accustomed 

to keeping the second rooster if my flock | 
ran above that number. My fiock has al-| 
Sree hkl 
much sought for hatching, though I am not | 
in the business of supplying eggs for that 
purpose. AsI have increased the number 
of hens the hatching quality of the eggs has 
steadily improved. 

Two years ago I kept twenty-six hens to a 
rooster ; last year I kept thirty-two. Both | 
years all the eggs laid on certain days were | 
set, without any selection or reservation 

whatever, and scarcely an egg failed to pro- | 
duce a live, healthy, vigorous chick. I lay 

particular stress upon this last quality. Many | 
eggs which pass all the tests of modern | 
science up to the hatching ore then fail ; | 
others produce weak, poor chicks, which are | 
not worth rearing if it were poss‘ble to rear | 
them. This year I kept forty hens to one| 
rooster. The rooster, a fine brown Leghorn, | 
was introduced last fall from another flock. 

He did not take kindly to our methods and | 
on a cold morning last winter instead of go- 
ing into the house with his flock he crawled 
under a pile of boards. Twenty-four hours | 
in that cool retreat humbled his pride and | 
disfigured him for life, but he has proven a} 
very serviceable bird nevertheless. ‘Taking | 
bis condition and the number of hens into 

consideration, I expected the eggs would fail 

to hatch and advised my neighbors to look | 
elsewhere for eggs. But they stood the only | 
test made of them most admirably. Between 

Monday and Friday of the first week in May | 
five hens became broody. Each was removed 
from her nest in the hen house and given} 
thirteen eggs. Three were on a pile of loose | 
straw on the edge of the hen-house loft look- 

ing down ten feet into an open shed, the 

others in boxes near; all ina space ten by 
three feet. 

No attention whatever was paid to them 
till two days before the first should begin to 
hatch, when they were taken off ani each lot 
of eggs was placed for about one minute in a 
= of water which was heated to 100 deg. 

*. at the start, and returned to the nest. 
They had access to the hen-house, where 
food and water are always kept, but when or | 
how often they left the nests nobody cared 
to inquire. In one nest on wetting the eggs 
it was found that one was missing and the 
remainder were considerably smeared with 
dried egg. It was expected that these 
would not hatch and I intended to leave this 
nest out of the final count. But during the 
hatching period I was away two days and 
the intervening night and the young man 
left in charge did not understand about the 
matter and on my return the unhatched eggs 
had all been gathered into one nest and were 
— identification. To another nest an egg 

ad been laid by some roving hen, so the 
number was kept good. Of the sixty-five 
eggs produced and treated throughout in 
this entirely unconventional manner fifty- 
seven hatched, and one, supposed to be the 
later laid one, was found on breaking to con- 
tain a live chick. Only seven proved addled. 
One chick fell down from the loft and from 
injury or exposure was dead when found. 
The other fifty-six survived, every one hale, 
healthy, hearty and strong, with tail feathers 
started. But the question, How many hens 
may be most profitably mated with one 
rooster? remains unsettled yet. Very prob- 
ably five to nine are enough for some of the 
pampered, fancy sorts, but forty are not too 
many of the live kind.—[N. Y. Tribune. 


THE CROPS. 


The September report of the Department 
of Agriculture shows a better yield of spring 
wheat than was expected a month ago. The 
improvement is in the Northern belt, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota and Dakota. The aver- 
age yield exceeds 11 bushels and may reach 
11 1-2 bushels per acre. In the South the 
harvest was disappointing, and rains injured 
the product in the shock. The returns indi- 
cate an average yield of about 13 1-2 bushels 
per acre. The entire wheat product will ap- 
parently exceed that of last year by 90,000,- 
000 bushels. Corn has declined from 81 in 
August to. 77. The present crop prospect, 
with no further decline, is 19 per cent. worse 
than last year, and indicates over 21 bushels 

r acre, or nearly 1,600,000,000 bushels. 

he cotton returns show a vigorous condi- 
tion of the plant with lateness and deficiency 
in fruiting. There has been improvement in 
most of States, with deci decline in 
Texas and little in Arkansas. With a long 
and favorable autumn it indicates an average 
crop. Yet a decline in condition after this 
date is usual. The results of threshing 
make the condition of oats at harvest 91, a 
small reduction from earlier expectation. 
Barley is 93, an average crop; Buckwheat 
90; potatoes have declined from 88.3 to 81.4 
from effects of local drouth. In New York 
the decline is from 97 to 89, and it is heavy 
in the dry area of the West. Tobacco aver- 


81. The numbers of fattening hogs 
» ox tly less by about six per cent., 


| 
| 








cent., with some reduction in average weight. 





| the 


| Crop. 


It is Maine which has perhaps the most un- 
favorable story to tell, but here the grain 


yield is abundant. 
MAINE. 

The. general crops in the State of Maine this 
year are notall upto the average, owing to the 
long continued dry weather. Potatoes have suffered 
more than any other crop on account of the 
drouth, although corn has also been badly affected 
in many sections of the State. The promise of 
the early season has been far from fulfilled in 
many respects. The grain crops are about an 
average. The heads filled well and the grain had 
a superior opportunity to ripen and to be har- 
vested, and no losses have been suffered by the 
farmers in any part of the State. The straw is as 
bright as gold. The yield of threshed grain gen- 
erally appears to be as much as has been expected, 
although some sections report an apparent falling 
off in the estimated yield before threshing. There 


crop was about an average one and the apple 


| have been no weevils to injure the wheat crop. 


The apple crop, though abundant, is not so large 
as the luxuriant blossoming promised, but it will 


| afford a large amount for shipment to other than 


home markets. The hay crop did not come 
quite up to the average, and in many localities the 
rainy weather seriously interfered with haying 
operations, and considerable was injured before it 
could be housed. Peas and beans will be a good 
There bas been a large increase of acreage 
of nearly all crops in Aroostook county owing to 
new land having been brought under cultivation 
and the favorable character of the spring for 
ploughing and seeding. In several other counties 
the acreage has been slightly increased. 

There is an estimated decrease of about 30,000 
bushels in the corn crop of the State and about 
1,000,000 bushels of potatoes. The change in the 


| yield of potatoes arises from the weather having 


prevented the growth of the tubers, causing them 
to be of small size. The quality will, however, be 
excellent, there having come but few reports of 
rust or rot from any part of the State. Favorable 
weather will materially change the yield of both 
corn and potatoes. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The present season in the State of New Hamp- 
shire, regarded in its relation to the various crops, 
has been the most uneven and inconstant of any 
for quite a number of years. It has, in truth, 
been a succession of atmospheric changes which 
has almost puzzled the husbandman. From the 
opening of the spring until now dry periods and 
rains have followed each other with a singular 
regularity. The wet seasons have generally been 
accompanied by cold nights, and every month has 
witnessed a frost, more or less severe, in some sec- 
tionaof. the State...The bay harvest showed a 
the early drouths. 

Potatoes and corn have suffered from the heat 
the most of any of the leading crops. New 
Hampshire, although of small territorial area, yet 
extends north into a region where corn never 
ripens, excepting in a phenomenal season. Sev- 


| eral of the crops, notably corn and beans, are not 


yet safe from frost, and many of the returns re- 
ceived are on the assumption of freedom from 
frost for ten days or two weeks longer. The esti- 
mates given in this letter are based upon full re- 
turns received from agricultural correspondents, 
and they are based upon “ 100,” standing for the 
harvest of 1880, which prominent farmers stated 
to have been a fair average one. Although there 
has been a frost sInce this month came in, yet the 
hot weather, particularly the warm nights, pre- 
vailing at the time of this writing, is exceedingly 
favorable to the farmers for corn, beans, pota'oes 
and some vegetables, but fruits are, on the aver- 
age, about two weeks late. One year ago the 
pastures in autumn were fresh for the first time 
since 1881, but now, as a rule, they are again 
dried up, and many farmers are obliged to use 
green fodder largely. The scorched condition of 
many mowing fields already menaces the hay 
crop of next vear. The marked variety of sur- 
face in the State does not permit a uniform effect 
from dry weather. Moultonboro’, Temple, Har- 
risville and Bethlehem report a constant, excel- 
lent season for crops. The following is the sum- 
mary by counties : 
Rockingham Comty. 

CuesTeR reports a ten per cent. increase in 
corn acreage, while in Hampton Falls it is below 
the average, with an uneven yield. In the latter 
place the area of oats is small. Brentwood re- 
ports much cold and dry weather. In Plastow, 
as well as generally throughout the State, early 
planted potatoes were injured by the dry weather 
Northwood reports potatoes small and wormy, 
bat with an average yield on low ground. In 
Danyille corn came up badly and was injured by 
cold nights and dry weather, while frost injured 
cranberries. In Rye the acreage of corn fell off 
20 per cent; potatoes are of better quality than last 
year; fruit trees were damaged by ice last Jan- 
uary. In Hampton Falls and adjoining towns 
nearly all the milk is sent to Lynn or Boston, not 
butter enough being made for home use. Milk 
brings, by cans of 8 1-2 quarts each, 16 cents in 
summer to 25 in winter. Several large milk pro- 
ducers have silos either for corn or malt. In this 
county fall apples are unusually pleasant, while 
winter ones are small and poor, and in quantity 
not one-half of aneven year. Baldwins are re- 
ported inferior in quality. Grapes have been 
badly mildewed in some places. Plaistow has 
had good pasture feed excepting a few weeks in 
mid-summer. 

Nortuawoop, 105, has the best corn report, 
while Chester, Greenland, Plaistow, Derry and 
Windham are each 100; Portsmouth, 75, is the 
lowest. In oats, Northwood, 120, is the highest, 
with Sandown, 110; six at 100; with Chester at 
80, the lowest. In barley, Northwood returns 
120; four places 100, with Kensington, 80, the 
lowest. In potatoes, Plaistow and Derry alone 
reach 100, while the lowest is Kensington at 60. 
Few towns report wheat; among them are North- 
wood, 115, and Greenland, Kensington and East 
Kingston each 100. In Rye one town exceeds 
100, while only three, each 90, go below. In 
beans, Portsmouth reports 125, Sandown, 110, 
ten places 100, with Plaistow, 85, the lowest. 
Windham and Chester stand 125 for pears, while 
the figures fall below 100 only in Kensington. 
Garden vegetables are below the average, while 
the dairy products have a mean of a little above 100. 

Stratford County. 

The town of Starrorp reports cold nights as 
retarding the growth of corn, with potatoes rotting 
badly and rust hurting beans. Farmington stater 
that oat straw is short and fine, but the heads are 
well filled. The drouth injured potatoes, and 
many early fields turned out only about half a 
crop. In Milton the drouth will injure the grass 
of next year. — are of the bestand pears of 
inferior quality. In various placcs rose bugs have 
ruined grape vines. Pasture feed is poor, and 
farmers are helping out with green fodder. In 
Farmington about every apple and pear tree is 
either propped up or broken down. Depressed 
busincss has increased the number of farm labor- 


“tn the corn reports, Milton, 110, is the highest, 
and Dover and Strafford, each 90, the lowest; in 
two places, oats are 110, and no report gives less 
than 100; barley reports are all 100; Dover, 100, 
is the best in potatoes, while Strafford, 75, is the 
lowest; wheat ranges from 80 to 100; the lowest 
in rye is 100, and the best 110; one report gives 
beans 100, while the others are below that, the 
poorest being 80. Apples range from 100 to 125. 
The best vegetable figures are 130, while one re- 
port at 80 is the only one below 100. The dairy 
returns are all 100. 
Belknap County. 

Laconia reports a decreased corn acreage. The 
running of a milk train has improved the dairy 
stock in Belmont. Barnstead reports that 
weather and cool nights have retarded corn, whic 
was also injured by a recent frost. A warm Sep- 
tember is needed to ripen corn. Tilton’s crops, as 
a whole, are better than last year. In Gilmanton 
corn is stocky with sizedears. The weather 
has been favorable for harvesting —_— Wheat 
heads are long and well filled. Pears are of a 
poor yong Oi More or less squash vines have been 
ruined by bugs. The August drouth injured pas- 
tures and fields. 

TixTon 110 has the best corn re ; but there 
are five at 100, with Barnstead 80, lowest; oats 
are excellent, no figures being below 100, while 
Gilford and Belmout each have 120; the barley 
returns are ali 100 or above, and ave 104; po- 
tatoes are quite uneven, ing from % in Barn- 
stead and Altou to 120 in Gilford; wheat shows 
well, three places at 90 being the only ones below 
100, while ton and Gilmanton at 110 are the 
best; rye ranges from 90 to 110; a majority of 
towns are 100 on beans, with Laconia 60 and Gil- 
ford 110 as the extremes. Apples average above 
100, and pears and s below. The mean of 
vegetables is a little 100. The daily reports 
average 98. 

Carroll County. 

In Movtironsoro’ little a — lanted. a 
much Western was armers 
reported as neglecting the raising of crops, 


In WaRNeR corn is rank but backwavd, and 
needs two weeks of warm weather for ripening, 
while apples are falling off badly. Dairy prices 
have ruled remarkably low, and a drouth affected 
the yield of milk. Warner reports a frost every 
month. In Bradford J. Albert Peaslee raised 123 
bushels of barley from three of sowing, Cut 
worms have damaged vines. In Andover many 
additional silos are being built. In Newbury the 
late rain has greatly helped corn and potatoes. In 
Dunbarton oats, wheat and rye have heavy straw. 
In Epsom dry weather ruined early potatoes and 
rust injured the late ones. Creamery butter com- 
mands about five cents more a pound than last 
year. In Wilmot the June drouth shortened 
wheat stalks, but late rains filled the heads well. 
A prosperous grange in Wilmot bas given an im- 
petus to farming interests. In Hill there is pro- 
gress in dairy production. Chichester reports oats 
having a decreased acreage and barley a larger 
one, with rye of good quality. In boscawen corn 
is heavy but late, with ensilage unusually abun- 
dant, estimated at 120. Apples are of a better 
quality than usual. Beans are not out of danger 
from frost, and vegetables late. Cattle in pastures 
have done well, but the number of head has been 
considerably reduced of late. In Henniker corn 
came up badly, and much was replanted. More 
barley was sowed than usual, one field in Henni- 
ker producing fifty bushels to the acre. Grapes 
haye been hurt by mildew, and vines damaged by 
bugs of various kinds. Scarcely any squashes 
have been raised. Silos are pronounced a success 
in Henniker, the number having been doubled 
since last year. A majority of the farmers cut 
the ensilage. 

Corn averages a little under 100, the effects of 
drouths. The best figures are 110 from New- 
bury and New London, and the lowest 75 from 
Dunbarton; oats are a trifle below the average, 
but twelve reports are 100 or above; barley aver- 
ages 105, New London reporting 140, with Dun- 
barton at 80, the only one below 100; potatoes 
uneven and average poorly ; five towns report 100, 
but none go above that, the lowest being 60 from 
Dunbarton ; wheat averages 100, the most notable 
returns being New London 125 and Newbury 120; 
rye shows fairly, two places, Allenstown and 
Hooksett, each 110, being the only ones above 
100, while the lowest are three towns at 90; beans 
come almost to an average, but are uneven, rang- 
ing from 70 in Henniker to 120 in Wilmot. Fruit 
as a whole is considerably below the usual stand- 
ard. Vegetables are irregular, as they were more 
or less injured by dry weather, and the returns 
range from 50 t© 110. The dairy showing is good. 
Millsboro’ County. 

In New Ipswicu frost has injured corn on low 
lands and has damaged beans badly. In Antrim 
corn is reported very backward. In Temple corn 
is rank. but will_riven if frost holds off. In this 
oats have been cut green to a great extenl. Par 
turage has been excellent throughout the sum- 
mer. In Peterboro’ corn did not come up well 
and was backward, and many farmers plowed it 
up and sowed Hungarian seed. Fall apples are 
so plenty that they cannot be given away. Frost 
injured beans on low lands. In Hollis oats were 
mostly cut for fodder. Pears are of fine quality. 
There is an increased interest in milk, as it 
brings ready money. In Lyndeboro’ corn has a 
rank stalk, but the temperature has been too low 
and two weeks of warm weather are needed to 
ripen it. Wheat started heavy, but a sharp 
drouth in the early stage of filling reduced the 
crop to an average one. Baldwin apples are 
small. The production of milk has been de- 
creased on account of low prices. In Weare rust 
has injured potatoes. Nashua reports poor pas 
ture feed. In Pelham cold nights have hurt corn. 
Milk is mostly sold with prices about the same as 
last year. 

Corn is a little below the average, with the ex 
tremes at Peterboro’ and Hillsboro’, each 75, and 
Wilton 120; oats are fine, only one return being 
below 100 and Peterboro’ and Nashua each 120; 
barley averages 100, with the lowest figures 9 
and the highest 120; potatoes are uneven, but 
good, ranging from 67 to 120; returns of wheat 
are few, but none are below 100; rye shows an 
average crop, the lowest return, 80, being from 
Peterbore’, and the highest, 120, from Hollis; 
the bean reports are fair and range from 70 in 
New Ipswich to 110 in Milford. There is a me 
dium harvest of fruit. Vegetables are good, with 
only one report below 100. The dairy is a littie 
above the average, Lyndeboro’ and Nashua being 
the only places below 100. 

Cheshire County. 

In WALPOLE most farmers have stopped raising 
tobacco. Charlestown reports rye badly winter- 
killed. In Swanzey the late frost has somewhat 
injured corn. In Harrisville the weather has been 
favorable for all crops. Drouths and cold nights 
have hurt corn in Marlow. 

Corn averages 93, with Richmond 80, the lowest, 
and Alstead 110, the highest; oats show finely, 
with Chesterfield 80, the only return below 100, 
and Harrisville 115, the best; barley has only one 
return, Troy, 90, below 100, while Westmoreland 
and Harrisville are each 110; potatoes are below 
the average, ranging from 85 in two towns two 
113; wheat has only three returns, each 100; 
rve is below the average, with Chesterfield 75, the 
lowest, and Harrisville 110, the highest; beans 
make a fair showing, ranging from % to 120, the 
latter in one instance. The frait returns are gen 
erally poor. Vegetables average 102, with no re- 
turns below 100. The dairy figures are good, 
Westmoreland and Marlow each 90, being the 
lowest and Harrisville 125, the highest. 

Sullivan County. 

CornisH reports corn backward, but will ripen 
if frost holds off. The average of wheat has de 
creased on account of the low price of flour. Beans 
would be injured by frost. A drouth dried up 
pasture feed early in the season. In Sunapee, 
dairy interests are rapidly decreasing, the produc 
tions not being one-fourth what they were twenty 
years ago, with the butter from small dairies be- 
ing almost unsalable since the introduction of 
creameries. In Unity there is but little fall feed. 
and springs and streams are low. Springfield re 
sorts corn backward and oats having heavy straw, 
Tn Lempster the late frost damaged corn in val- 
leys. Beans show a decreased acreage on account 
of low prices. In Croydon corn is rank but back- 
ward and needs two weeks of warm weather for 
ripening. Poiatoes are of fine quality. 

Corn is below the average, and the returns 
range from 75 in Claremont to 110 in Springfield 
and Croydon; oats average 104, with only two 
returns below 100, and Claremont end Springfield 
being each 120; barley looks well, with all but 
two reports being 100 or above ; potatoes show the 
effects of dry weather badly, Springtieid and 
Claremont being the only towns that reach 100; 
the wheat returns, with one exception, range from 
90 to 100; six rye reports were received, running 
from 90 to 105; beans are fair, with three returns 
below 100 and none above. With a few excep- 
tions the harvest of fruit is poor. Garden produc- 
tions are estimated at 100. Dairies are returned 
as below the average. 

Grafton County. 

PreRxMont reports very dry weather since May, 
injuring grain, especially on uplands. In Little- 
ton corn was slightly injured by the recent frost. 
Early sowed oats yield well. Bristol reports 
potatoes of extra quality. Cold weather has made 
corn backward. In Meee ee squashes are poor, 
being injured by bugs and running to vines. Sep- 
tember frost hurt corn on low lands. Warren re- 

potatoes few in number, but of good size. 
A are not beyond danger from frost. Farmers 
are quite —~ feeding meal and corn fodder 
to cows. Lisbon reports potatoes to be of unusu- 
ally good quality. 
been excellent for all crops. 
frost did much damage to corn. Canaan reports 
that the early drouths injured potatoes In En- 
field corn needs fourteen days of good weather for 
ripening, and the same may be said of grapes. 
In Haverhill much corn that was planted proved 
to be bad seed and some of the fields were re- 
lanted and others given to a different crop. The 
une and July drouth pinched oats on dry lana. 
Barley shows an increased acreage, but has been 
injured by beat. Grape vines have not generally 
recovered from the injury sustained in 1584. Pas- 
was good till toward the last of June, and 
has been growing shorter since until now there is 
no feed in most of the old pastures and generally 
no water. Lyman reports that wheat was injured 
and thinned in the spring by worms, but is of 
quality. In Oxford the acreage of potatoes has 
foeiy decreased, but the quality was never 
better. Rye straw is lon and fine. Beans are 
not secure against frost. There has been consid- 
erable improvement in dairying, with small cream- 
eries in many families, and as a rule a better qual- 
ity of butter made. India wheat shows an in- 
creased acreage of more than 25 per cent. 
Corn is below the average, the lowest return 
being 75 from Wentworth, and the highest 150 
from Bristol. Oats are only a fraction below the 
average, there being five returns below 100 and 
four at 110. Barley shows only eight returns, 
but the harvest is an average one. Potatoes make 
a poor showing, with 12 re being under 100, 
the lowest 70 in Haver and Lyman. Wheat 


In Bethlehem the season has 
In Grafton the late 
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